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s.g.t. grasmuck 

 

athena 

 

isn’t violence beautiful 

when you know how to look 

cherry blossoms dancing in the wind 

she teaches them how 

 

men make marionette puppets 

strings tied to rifle barrels 

the puppets owe their mistress 

a song and a dance 

before they are cut 

 

i am not the puppeteer 

but i did teach them 

i am not the puppeteer 

i don’t need strings 

to make you dance 

  

Joanna Pollner
This poem indeed portrays Athena as independent Goddess it is her character



Copyright of War, Literature & the Arts: An International Journal of the Humanities is the
property of US Air Force Academy English Department and its content may not be copied or
emailed to multiple sites or posted to a listserv without the copyright holder's express written
permission. However, users may print, download, or email articles for individual use.


